	
	



AGGRESSIVE DRIVING TALKING POINTS: Wave 1
General Information:

· Wave one of the PennDOT-funded 2012 Pennsylvania Aggressive Driving Enforcement and Education Project (PAADEEP) runs from March 19 to April 29.
· The aggressive driving focus for this Wave is speeding, with a secondary work-zone focus.
· More than 320 municipal police departments and the Pennsylvania State Police will participate in this enforcement effort.
· More than 370 roadways statewide will be targeted in this effort.

· Any statistics used will be according to the new NHTSA definition, with at least two aggressive-driving behaviors included in the crash.

Aggressive Driving Enforcement Strategies:
· Law enforcement will be on the lookout for aggressive driving behaviors, including:
· Speeding

· Following too closely (tailgating)

· Improper Passing

· Red Light Running
· Law enforcement agencies will concentrate efforts on roadways that are known to have a high number of aggressive-driving crashes.
· New drivers throughout the state will be educated about the consequences of aggressive driving through the Survival 101 and Sixteen Minutes school programs.

Talking Points for Don’t Speed, Work Zones:
· Approximately 60 percent of all 2010 traffic fatalities in Pennsylvania involved some sort of aggressive driving.   
· Aggressive driving behaviors include speeding, tailgating and running red lights.
· Work zones across the state will gear up in March and April. Construction and utility crews will be on roadways, often working only a few feet from passing traffic.
· Motorists must obey traffic signals from staff or signs in active work zones. Motorists caught driving 11 mph or more above the posted speed limit in an active work zone, or who are involved in a crash in an active work zone and are convicted for failing to drive at a safe speed, automatically will lose their license for 15 days.

· Fines for certain traffic violations, including speeding, driving impaired, and failure to obey traffic control devices, are doubled for active work zones. Also, the law provides for up to five years of additional jail time for individuals convicted of homicide by vehicle for a crash that occurred in an active work zone.

· According to PennDOT data, the 22 people killed in work zones in 2010 included four workers: three PennDOT employees and one contractor. Three of those worker deaths were caused by a vehicle entering the work zone. Since 1970, 82 PennDOT employees have been killed in the line of duty.

· In 2010, there were 1,884 crashes in work zones, a dramatic increase from the 1,519 crashes in 2009 and the most in any of the previous five years. Over the five-year period, there were 8,302 work-zone crashes and 114 fatalities.

· There were 5,755 aggressive-driving crashes in 2010, an increase from 4,763 in 2009. Fatalities in those crashes also increased, with 168 in 2010 and 130 in 2009.

· There were 3,987 crashes involving speeding in 2010, an increase from 3,898 in 2009. However, both of these years were lower than any of the previous 10 years.

Law enforcement is also placing more focus on the Steer Clear Law. Under the law, if a motorist comes upon an incident along the side of the road involving an emergency responder, you must move at least one lane away from the incident, or slow down if that’s not possible.

Emergency responders can include: law enforcement, tow truck operators, PennDOT operators and other emergency personnel.

Failure to move over or slow down will not only result in a citation carrying a fine of up to $250, but drivers cited for traffic violations in these situations will face double fines. If that violation leads to a worker being injured, a 90-day license suspension could result.

Upcoming Enforcement:

Enforcement corridors will be selected based on aggressive-driving crash data using the new NHTSA definition (at least two aggressive-driving factors in the crash). The second wave of the 2012 year will run July 9 through Aug. 16. 

